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 Good Practice    Objective 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To utilise suitable Council owned sites to help overcome scarcity of land in rural areas 
 

 
Utilising Council owned sites for 
rural affordable housing 
 

 
Detail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
South Gloucestershire Council Housing Department reviewed its land and stock holdings and subsequently retained a number of 
small sites when Council housing stock transferred to Merlin Housing Society. A number of these sites were retained due to their 
potential for affordable housing development and are located in the rural part of the District.  
 
Utilising Council owned land bypasses third party land owners and the associated hope values. The Council can also decide to 
dispose of land for nil consideration or at a discount to Registered Providers which can also assist with the viability of schemes in 
more remote locations and on schemes too small to achieve economies of scale   
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http://www.merlinhs.co.uk/
http://www.dictionary.net/searchbox.php?PHPSESSID=712f51d0aab9beeef963973593df6a13&query=consideration
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Outcomes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Council has been working with these small sites with developments being completed at St Francis Drive, Winterbourne and 
Church Road, Acton Turville.  
 
Other schemes in Falfield and Cromhall are in the pipeline.  Proposals are for 2 x two bedroom houses for social rent in Falfield 
and 1 x one bedroom flat and 2 x two bed houses for social rent at Cromhall. The Cromhall site will also accommodate a retail 
unit for the Village Shop and Post Office. 
 
In the past our rural partner Western Challenge HA successfully linked three small council garage sites on a single contract for 
twelve units. Two of the sites were located in the urban fringe while one site was in a rural settlement. This assisted with the 
viability of the rural site for three houses at St Francis Drive, Winterbourne.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The above example of good practice may be shared with local 
authorities, rural stakeholders and partners.  The author/good 
practice example provider has full ownership of the example and can 
remove it from the website at any time.   
 
 
The author/good practice provider, by providing the example, gives 
permission for replication and use of ideas. Any individual or 
organisation that does so should notify the author/good practice 
provider, as well as the Rural and Communities team at the HCA.  

Author: South Gloucestershire Council  
 
Contact: Clare Burchell (Acting Enabling Officer)  
 
clare.burchell@southglos.gov.uk 

 
ruralhousing@hca.gsx.gov.uk 
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