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Village Information   Enable communities to examine the plans for a  Babergh  
events    proposed scheme, and to register an interest District Council Parish councillors; Need 
 
Publicity campaign  Develop a local understanding   Broadland Parish councillors; Land  
for rural exception sites about exception sites   District Council  identification; Capacity 
 
Project Team approach: Help accelerate the development process, and Cheshire East Parish councillors;    
study illustration   to ensure a transparent and inclusive procedure Council  LA functions; Need 
 
Local connection   Overcome capacity issues when identifying Chichester Parish councillors; 
registration events   eligible households and verifying local connection District Council Need; Capacity 
 
Landowner and developer  Provide clear information to landowners   Daventry  Land identification 
information leaflet   as to how they can make their land available  District Council  
 
BANANA    Raise the profile of affordable housing and  Derbyshire Dales Parish councillors; 
campaign   to  help engage and inform communities  District Council Priorities; Need 
 
Concept statement   Help identify potential development sites which  Derbyshire Dales Capacity; Planning policy 
approach    reflect the local characteristics and priorities District Council 
 
Links with   Provide a platform for the school to act as a  Derbyshire Dales Need 
local schools  champion of a scheme, and raise awareness  District Council 
 
“Village Homes for Village  Investigate and analyse the effects   Derbyshire Dales Parish councillors; Priorities 
People” -  research  of new affordable housing schemes  District Council Elected Members; Planning  

 
Impact assessment of  Assess the impact exception site has on a village,  East Hampshire Parish councillors; Planning 
rural exception site    both to new residents and the existing community District Council Elected members;  policy 

 
Partnership with Cumbria  Build capacity so that the council can carry out  Eden   Need; Capacity 
Rural Housing Trust  a full work plan across the rural communities District Council 
 
Lead of the North Yorkshire Achieve a step change in the delivery of   Hambleton Need; Planning policy 
Enablers programme  affordable housing in rural communities  District Council 
 
Rural housing  To address the need for affordable housing Hampshire Alliance Elected Members; Priorities;  
partnership   in the villages of Hampshire   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Capacity; Econ of scale 
 
Partner of the North Yorkshire Achieve a step change in the delivery of   Harrogate  Need; Capacity 
Enablers programme   affordable housing in rural communities   Borough Council  
 
Guide for   Explain the process of developing   Herefordshire Parish councillors; Land ID 
parish councils   rural affordable housing for local people  Council 
 
‘Out in the    Promote equality with a focus on lesbian, gay, Herefordshire  
Sticks’ programme  bi-sexual and transgender communities  Council 
 
Programme of needs surveys  Empower local communities to deliver  Herefordshire  Parish councillors; Need 
with information events  accommodation for their long term needs Council  Capacity 
 
Investing in Communities  Help communities better understand the planning Lake District Need; Land ID 
project     system, and how they can become involved National Park Planning; Capacity 
  
Community planning   Consistency of approach and    New Forest  PCs; LA functions 
officer    understanding of rural schemes  District Council Land ID; Planning 
 
Event for    Highlight the importance of releasing   North Dorset Priorities; Land ID 
landowners   land for rural affordable housing  District Council Land value 
 
Parish Clusters   Enable groups of parishes to identify shared  North Kesteven PCs; Priorities;  
and local forums   concerns, develop strategies, and share solutions District Council Land ID; Planning 
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Rural housing  To provide local authorities in Oxfordshire with Oxfordshire Rural Priorities; capacity 
 
Partnership   a vehicle to focus strategically on delivery Housing P’tnership Econ of scale; E viability 
 
Communications and   Raise awareness of rural housing   Rother District PCs; Land ID; Capacity 
marketing plan  issues and gain support  in rural parishes Council 
 
Community hubs  Enable, maintain and improve   Shropshire PCs; Planning policy 
and clusters  community sustainability   Council 
 
Rural toolkit   Help to establish community aspirations   Shropshire PCs; Planning policy 
Approach   in terms of new development    Council 
 
Parish affordable  To improve communication links with   South Hams PCs; Planning policy 
housing surgeries  communities over a wide geographical area District Council 
 
Homebuyers Day  Help people to have a better understanding of Vale of White Horse  
event   low cost home ownership as a housing option District Council 
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Cross parish joint  Provides an opportunity for two or more small  Ashford   Need; Land ID; Econ of scale 
Local needs schemes  parishes to develop a joint local needs scheme Borough Council Economic viability 
 
Guide for    Promote rural affordable housing and ensure  Babergh 
parish councillors   key partners have the relevant information  District Council 
 
Monthly    Promote rural affordable housing and ensure  Babergh  Elected members 
‘e’ newsletter   key partners have the relevant information  District Council 
 
Village Information   Enable communities to examine the plans for a  Babergh  Engagement; Need 
events    proposed scheme, and to register an interest District Council 
 
Parish ‘peer mentoring’  Mitigate negative views of affordable housing Breckland  Planning policy 
and clustering  and to enable sharing of ideas across parishes District Council 
 
Publicity campaign   Develop a local understanding about   Broadland  Engagement; Land ID; 
for rural exception sites exception sites    District Council Capacity 
 
Workshops for parish/  Increase knowledge needed to   Broadland  Priorities 
town councillors   meet the challenges    District Council 
 
Parish council   Engage parishes and district    Cherwell   Elected members; Priorities; 
rural housing event   council members    District Council Capacity  
 
Quarterly report to   Improve communication links    Cherwell  Priorities; Capacity  
parish councils   with parish councils    District Council 
 
Project team approach: Help accelerate the development process, and Cheshire East Engagement; LA functions; 
case study illustration  to ensure a transparent and inclusive procedure Council  Need 
 

registration events   eligible households and verifying local connection District Council Capacity 
 
Rural housing site   Promote comprehensive site identification  Cornwall  Land ID; Land value 
appraisal project   in high need rural priority parishes  Council  Economic viability 
 
Affordable housing   Implement the action plan to improve the  Daventry  LA functions; Members 
panel    affordable housing service   District Council Priorities; Capacity 
 
BANANA    Raise the profile of affordable housing and  Derbyshire Dales Engagement; Priorities; 
campaign   to  help engage and inform communities  District Council Need 
 
“Village Homes for Village  To investigate and analyse the effects   Derbyshire Dales Engagement; Members; 
People” - research  of new affordable housing schemes  District Council Priorities; Capacity 
 
Impact assessment of  Assess the impact exception site has on a village,  East Hampshire Engagement; Members; 
rural exception site    both to new residents and the existing community District Council Planning policy 
 
Council rural housing   To ensure that hidden housing need   East Lindsey LA functions; Need 
needs surveys   is addressed    District Council  
 
Rural working  Address the needs of rural communities   Gtr Peterborough Priorities; Need 
group   surrounding a major urban centre  Partnership Capacity 
 
Guide for   Explain the process of developing   Herefordshire Parish councillors; Land ID 
parish councils   rural affordable housing for local people  Council 
 
Programme of need surveys  Empower local communities to help deliver Herefordshire  Engagement; Need; Land ID 
with information events  accommodation for their long term needs Council 
 
Community planning   Consistency of approach and    New Forest  Engagement; LA functions; 
officer    understanding of rural schemes  District Council Land ID; Planning policy 
 
Parish Clusters   Enable groups of parishes to identify shared  North Kesteven Engagement; Priorities; 
and local forums   concerns, develop strategies, and share solutions District Council Land ID; Planning policy 



Appendix 1 Summary of good practice in the Rural Enabling Guide  

   
Good Practice                       Objective                                                        Organisation         Search by other issues 

 98

 
 
Rural affordable   A mechanism to work in partnership with  North Kesteven Priorities; Need; Capacity 
housing plan  parish councils to deliver affordable housing District Council 
 
Communications and   Raise awareness of rural housing   Rother District Engagement; Land ID;  
marketing plan  issues and gain support  in rural parishes Council  Capacity 

 
 
Exception sites   Increase the development of affordable   Rother District Priorities; Need; Land ID 
Project   homes in rural areas to meet local need  Council  Planning policy; Capacity 
 
Community hubs  Enable, maintain and improve   Shropshire Engagement; Planning policy 
and clusters  community sustainability   Council 
 
Rural toolkit   Help to establish community aspirations   Shropshire Engagement; Planning policy 
Approach   in terms of new development    Council 
 
Parish affordable  Improve communication links with   South Hams Engagement; Planning policy 
housing surgeries  communities over a wide geographical area District Council 
 
Partnership with  Help build capacity, and ensure need surveys South Kesteven Need; Land ID; Capacity 
Community Lincs  are completed    District Council 
 
Severn Voice   Address the challenges of identifying land which  Stroud District Need; Land ID; Planning 
(parish clustering)   is not deemed sustainable in planning terms Council  Capacity; Econ of scale 

 
Training for   Ensure parish councils are aware of  Test Valley  
parish councils  issues relating to rural housing  Borough Council 
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Rural round   Identify issues that are blocking delivery and  Ashford  Planning policy 
table    seek solutions through a multi disciplinary team Borough Council 
 
Use of council land for  help support delivery by making Council owned  Babergh  Priorities; Land ID 
affordable housing  land available at up to 100% discount  District Council Land value; Econ of scale 

 
Team information   Bring together strands of information, share  Broadland Planning policy; capacity 
sessions    updates, and encourage collaborative practices District Council 
 
District Implementation  Foster and maintain joined up working practices  Cherwell  Planning policy; capacity 
Group    across LA functions, and with external partners District Council  
 
Project Team approach: Help accelerate the development process, and Cheshire East Engagement; PCs; Need 
case study illustration  to ensure a transparent and inclusive procedure Council  
 
Affordable housing   Implement the action plan to improve the  Daventry  PCs; Members; Priorities; 
panel    affordable housing service   District Council Capacity 
 
Programme Delivery   Deliver the affordable housing   East Lindsey Members; Priorities; 
Group    capital programme    District Council Land ID; Planning policy 
 
Council rural housing   To ensure that hidden housing need   East Lindsey PCs; Need; Planning policy 
needs surveys   is addressed    District Council 
 
Partnership strategic  To undertake a strategic role across   Hampshire Alliance Land ID; Planning policy;  
Officer role    the HARAH partnership   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Capacity 
 
Community planning   Consistency of approach and understanding New Forest  Engagement; PCs; Land ID; 
officer    of rural schemes    District Council Planning policy 
 
Designated planner for Meet the need for consistency of approach  New Forest Land ID; Planning policy 
rural schemes   and understanding of rural schemes  District Council 
 
Affordable housing member  Accelerate the enabling process, and find North Dorset Elected members;   
and officer groups   solutions to blockages   District Council Planning policy; Capacity 
 
Rural housing  To provide local authorities in Oxfordshire with Oxfordshire Rural Engagement; Priorities; 
Partnership   a vehicle to focus strategically on delivery Housing PartnershipCapacity; E of scale; Viability 
 
Internal joint  Provide a basis for high quality,   Shropshire Elected members; Planning; 
working    accelerated output     Council  Capacity 
 
Delivery Review   Review the affordable housing delivery process  South Norfolk Elected members; Priorities 
Group    and to increase the speed of delivery  District Council 
 
Development team  Speed up the process of planning applications, West Norfolk Planning policy 
Approach   enabling more to come forward  Council 
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Monthly    Promote rural affordable housing and ensure  Babergh  Parish councillors 
‘e’ newsletter   key partners have the relevant information  District Council  
 
Training sessions for   Ensure members are properly informed and Breckland  Priorities 
elected members   kept up to date of the national and local issues District Council 
 
Parish council   Engage parishes and district    Cherwell   Parish councillors; Priorities 
rural housing event   council members    District Council LA functions; Capacity 
 
Affordable housing   Implement the action plan to improve the  Daventry  PCs; Priorities; Capacity 
panel    affordable housing service   District Council  
 
“Village Homes for Village  To investigate and analyse the effects   Derbyshire Dales Engagement; PCs;  
People” - research  of new affordable housing schemes  District Council Priorities; Planning 
 
Impact assessment of  Assess the impact exception site has on a village,  East Hampshire Engagement; PCs; Planning 
rural exception site    both to new residents and the existing community District Council 
 
Programme Delivery   Deliver the affordable housing   East Lindsey LA functions; Priorities;  
Group    capital programme    District Council Land ID; Capacity 
 
Rural housing  To address the need for affordable housing Hampshire Alliance Engagement; Priorities; 
partnership   in the villages of Hampshire   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Capacity; Econ of scale 
 
Affordable housing member  Accelerate the enabling process, and find North Dorset LA functions; Planning 
and officer groups   solutions to blockages   District Council  
 
Internal joint  Provide a basis for high quality,   Shropshire LA functions; Planning; 
working    accelerated output     Council  Capacity 
 

Group    and to increase the speed of delivery  District Council 
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Use of council land for  Help mitigate scarcity of suitable sites   Ashford  Land ID; Econ viability 
affordable housing  for affordable housing   Borough Council 
 
Use of council land for  help support delivery by making Council owned  Babergh  LA functions; Land ID; 
affordable housing  land available at up to 100% discount  District Council Land value; Viability 
 
Workshops for parish/  Increase knowledge needed to   Broadland  Parish councillors 
town councillors   meet the challenges    District Council 
 
Training sessions for   Ensure members are properly informed and Breckland  Elected members 
elected members   kept up to date of the national and local issues District Council 
 
Parish council   Engage parishes and district    Cherwell   PCs; Elected members; 
rural housing event   council members    District Council Capacity 
 
Quarterly report to   Improve communication links    Cherwell  PCs; Capacity 
parish councils   with parish councils    District Council 
 
Rural housing  Increase rural affordable housing in   Chichester Rural Need; Capacity; E of scale 
Partnership   parishes with a significant local need  Housing Partnership 
 
Cornwall Community Land  Help ensure schemes are properly funded to  Cornwall   Economic viability 
Trust Project   initiate and to develop the planning stages Council 
 
Affordable housing   Implement the action plan to improve the  Daventry  PCs; LA functions;  
panel    affordable housing service   District Council Members; Capacity 
 
BANANA    Raise the profile of affordable housing and  Derbyshire Dales Engagement; PCs; Need 
campaign   to  help engage and inform communities  District Council 
 
“Village Homes for Village  To investigate and analyse the effects   Derbyshire Dales Engagement;; PCs;  
People” - research  of new affordable housing schemes  District Council Elected members; Planning 
 
Rural housing  Improve the rural delivery pipeline, and to  Devon Rural  Capacity; Econ of scale 
partnership    manage the Rural Enabler programme   Housing Partnership 
 
Programme Delivery   Deliver the affordable housing   East Lindsey LA functions; Members; 
Group    capital programme    District Council Land ID; Planning policy 
 
Rural housing  Enable development of rural affordable housing Gloucestershire  Need; Capacity; E of scale 
partnership   and a forum to share best practice  Rural H’sing P’ship 
 
Rural working  Address the needs of rural communities   Gtr Peterborough PCs; Need; Capacity 
group   surrounding a major urban centre  Partnership 
 
Rural housing  To address the need for affordable housing Hampshire Alliance Engagement; Members; 
partnership   in the villages of Hampshire   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Capacity; E of scale 
 
Event for    Highlight the importance of releasing   North Dorset Engagement; Land ID;  
landowners   land for rural affordable housing  District Council Land value 
 
Parish Clusters   Enable groups of parishes to identify shared  North Kesteven Engagement; PCs;  
and local forums   concerns, develop strategies, and share solutions District Council Land ID; Planning policy 
 
Straw bale    Provide an exemplar project using straw  North Kesteven Planning policy 
social housing   bales to build new social housing in rural areas District Council 
 
Rural affordable   A mechanism to work in partnership with  North Kesteven PCs; Need; Capacity 
housing plan  parish councils to deliver affordable housing District Council 
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Countywide protocol –  Map out the stages and responsibilities involved  North’shire Rural Need; Capacity 
work in progress  in delivering exception sites; and to build capacity Housing Partnership 
 
Exception sites   Increase the development of affordable homes Rother District PCs; Need; Land ID; 
Project   in rural areas to meet local need  Council  Capacity; Planning policy 
 
Utilising Council owned sites  To overcome scarcity of land, particularly acute  South G’shire Land ID; E of scale;  
for rural affordable housing in rural areas    Council  Land value; E viability 
 
South Holland   Vehicle to enable development of affordable South Holland Economic viability 
Homes    housing across the district   District Council 
 
Delivery Review   Review the affordable housing delivery process  South Norfolk LA functions; Members 
Group    and to increase the speed of delivery  District Council 
 
Council land used for   Enable affordable housing sites to be brought  Test Valley Land ID; Land value; 
exception sites  forward and development to progress  Borough Council Economic viability 
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Cross parish joint  Provides an opportunity for two or more small  Ashford   PCs; Land ID; E of scale 
Local needs schemes  parishes to develop a joint local needs scheme Borough Council Economic viability 

 
Village Information   Enable communities to examine the plans for a  Babergh  Engagement; PCs 
events    proposed scheme, and to register an interest District Council 
 
Project Team approach: Help accelerate the development process, and Cheshire East Engagement; PCs; 
case study illustration  to ensure a transparent and inclusive procedure Council  LA functions 
 
Local connection   Overcome capacity issues when identifying Chichester Engagement; PCs; 
registration events   eligible households and verifying local connection District Council Capacity 
 
Rural housing  Increase rural affordable housing in   Chichester Rural Priorities; Capacity 
partnership    parishes with a significant local need  Housing P’tnership Econ of scale 
 
BANANA    Raise the profile of affordable housing and  Derbyshire Dales Engagement; PCs; 
campaign   to  help engage and inform communities  District Council Priorities 
 
Links with   Provide a platform for the school to act as a  Derbyshire Dales Engagement 
local schools  champion of a scheme, and raise awareness  District Council 
 
Council rural housing   To ensure that hidden housing need   East Lindsey PCs; LA functions;  
needs surveys   is addressed    District Council Planning policy 
 
Partnership with Cumbria  Build capacity so that the council can carry out  Eden   Engagement; Capacity 
Rural Housing Trust  a full work plan across the rural communities District Council 
 
Rural housing  Enable development of rural affordable housing Gloucestershire  Priorities; Capacity; 
partnership   and a forum to share best practice  Rural H’sing P’ship Econ of scale 
 
Rural working  Address the needs of rural communities   Gtr Peterborough PCs; Priorities; Capacity 
group   surrounding a major urban centre  Partnership 
 
Lead of the North Yorkshire Achieve a step change in the delivery of   Hambleton Engagement; Capacity 
Enablers programme  affordable housing in rural communities  District Council 
 
Partner of the North Yorkshire Achieve a step change in the delivery of   Harrogate  Engagement; Capacity 
Enablers programme   affordable housing in rural communities   Borough Council  
 
Programme of need surveys  Empower local communities to help deliver Herefordshire  Engagement; PCs; Land ID 
with information events  accommodation for their long term needs Council 
 
Partnership   Demonstrate a partnership approach in the  High Peak Capacity 
Approach – case study Peak District National Park   Borough Council 
 
Investing in Communities  Help communities better understand the  Lake District Engagement; Land ID; 
project    planning system, and how they can get involved National Park Planning; Capacity 
 
Rural affordable   A mechanism to work in partnership with  North Kesteven PCs; Priorities; Capacity 
housing plan  parish councils to deliver affordable housing District Council 
 
Countywide protocol –  Map out the stages and responsibilities involved  North’shire Rural Priorities; Capacity 
work in progress  in delivering exception sites; and to build capacity Housing Partnership 
 
Exception sites   Increase the development of affordable   Rother District PCs; Priorities;  
Project   homes in rural areas to meet local need  Council  Land ID; Planning; Capacity 
 
Partnership with  Help build capacity, and ensure need surveys South Kesteven PCs; Land ID; Capacity 
Community Lincs  are completed    District Council 
 
Severn Voice   Address the challenges of identifying land which  Stroud District Need; Land ID; Planning 
(parish clustering)   is not deemed sustainable in planning terms Council  Capacity; Econ of scale 
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Cross parish joint  Provides an opportunity for two or more small  Ashford   PCs; Need; Econ of scale; 
local needs schemes   parishes to develop a joint local needs scheme Borough Council Economic viability 
 
Use of council land for  Help mitigate scarcity of suitable sites   Ashford  Priorities; Econ viability 
affordable housing  for affordable housing   Borough Council 
 
Use of council land for  Help support delivery by making Council owned  Babergh  LA functions; Priorities 
affordable housing  land available at up to 100% discount  District Council Land value; Econ viability 
 
Publicity campaign   To develop a local understanding about   Broadland  Engagement; PCs; 
for rural exception sites exception sites     District Council Capacity 
 
Land incentivisation:  Help bring forward a scheme in a specific  Chichester Land value; Econ viability 
case study illustration  area where suitable land is scarce  District Council 
 
Departure and cross   Provide a more flexible approach to delivery  Cornwall  Planning; Econ viability 
subsidy policy: discussion in the rural areas     Council 
 
Rural housing site   Promote comprehensive site identification  Cornwall  PCs; Land value;  
appraisal project   in high need rural priority parishes  Council  Econ viability 
 
Landowner and developer  To provide clear information to landowners  Daventry  Engagement;  
Information leaflet   as to how they can make their land available  District Council 
 
Programme Delivery   Deliver the affordable housing   East Lindsey LA functions; Members;  
Group    capital programme    District Council Priorities; Planning policy 
 
Holiday cottages into   Utilise holiday homes left empty for long periods Eden  Planning policy 
affordable homes    for housing that is affordable for local people District Council 
 

Officer role    the HARAH partnership   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Capacity 
 
Empty properties   maximise the delivery of affordable housing;  Herefordshire 
activities    making best use of housing stock  Council 
 
Guide for   Explain the process of developing   Herefordshire Engagement;; PCs 
Parish councils   rural affordable housing for local people  Council 
 
Programme of need surveys  Empower local communities to help deliver Herefordshire  Engagement;; PCs; Need 
with information events  accommodation for their long term needs Council 
 
Investing in Communities  Help communities better understand the  Lake District Engagement; Need;  
project    planning system, and how they can get involved National Park Planning policy; Capacity 
 
Partnership with  Help with the identification of potential  Lake District  Planning policy; Capacity 
the National Trust  land supply     National Park 
 
Community planning   Consistency of approach and  understanding New Forest  Engagement; PCs;  
officer    of rural schemes    District Council LA functions; Planning 
 
Designated planner for meet the need for consistency of approach  New Forest LA functions; Planning 
rural schemes   and understanding of rural schemes  District Council 
 
Event for    Highlight the importance of releasing   North Dorset Engagement; Priorities;  
landowners   land for rural affordable housing  District Council Land value 
 
Call for land for   Identification of suitable land for   North Kesteven Planning; Land value 
exception sites   exception sites    District Council 
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Parish Clusters   Enable groups of parishes to identify shared  North Kesteven Engagement; PCs; 
and local forums   concerns, develop strategies, and share solutions District Council Priorities; Planning 
 
 
Landowner incentivisation  Increase knowledge, address negative   Oxfordshire Rural Land value; Econ viability 
strategy    perceptions, and to incentivise rural landowners  Housing Partnership  
 
Communications and   To raise awareness of rural housing   Rother District Engagement; PCs; Capacity 
marketing plan  issues and gain support  in rural parishes Council 
 
Exception sites   Increase the development of affordable   Rother District PCs; Priorities; Need 
Project   homes in rural areas to meet local need  Council  Planning; Capacity 
 
Utilising Council owned sites  Overcome scarcity of land, particularly acute  South G’shire Priorities; Econ of scale 
for rural affordable housing in rural areas    Council  Land value; Econ viability 
 
Affordable housing   Maximise development of affordable housing, South Kesteven Capacity; Econ viability 
developer’s partnership share resources, expertise and best practice District Council 
 
Partnership with  Help build capacity, and ensure need surveys South Kesteven PCs; Need; Capacity 
Community Lincs  are completed    District Council 
 
Supported housing scheme  Enable housing for young people with autism South Norfolk Planning policy 
using exception site policy  in an area with need and a lack of available land District Council 
 
Severn Voice   Address the challenges of identifying land which  Stroud District PCs; Need; Planning 
(parish clustering)   is not deemed sustainable in planning terms Council  Capacity; Econ of scale 
 
Council land used for   Enable affordable housing sites to be brought  Test Valley Priorities; Land value; 
exception sites  forward and development to progress  Borough Council Econ viability 
 
Communication   Help mitigate the scarcity of land for affordable  Vale of White Horse  
with Diocese   housing development   District Council 
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Rural round   Identify issues that are blocking delivery and  Ashford  LA functions 
table    seek solutions through a multi disciplinary team Borough Council 
 
Parish ‘peer mentoring’  Mitigate negative views of affordable housing Breckland  Parish councillors 
and clustering  and to enable sharing of ideas across parishes District Council 
 
Team information   Bring together strands of information, share  Broadland LA functions; Capacity 
sessions    updates, and encourage collaborative practices District Council 
 
District Implementation  Foster and maintain joined up working practices  Cherwell  LA functions; Capacity 
Group    across LA functions, and with external partners District Council  
 
Departure and cross  Provide a more flexible approach to delivery  Cornwall  Land ID; Econ viability 
subsidy policy: discussion in the rural areas     Council 
 
Concept statement   Help identify potential development sites which  Derbyshire Dales Engagement; Capacity 
approach    reflect the local characteristics and priorities District Council 
 
“Village Homes for Village  To investigate and analyse the effects   Derbyshire Dales Engagement; PCs; Members 
People” - research  of new affordable housing schemes  District Council Priorities 
 
Impact assessment of  Assess the impact exception site has on a village,  East Hampshire Engagement; PCs; Members 
rural exception site    both to new residents and the existing community District Council 
 
West Durham Community To maximise investment in affordable housing  Durham  Land ID; Econ of scale 
Interest Co. - Work in progress in rural villages in West Durham  Council  Economic viability 
 
Programme Delivery   Deliver the affordable housing   East Lindsey LA functions; Members;  
Group    capital programme    District Council Priorities; Land ID 
 
Council rural housing   To ensure that hidden housing need   East Lindsey PCs; LA functions; 
needs surveys   is addressed    District Council Need 
 
Holiday cottages into   Utilise holiday homes left empty for long periods Eden  Land identification 
affordable homes    for housing that is affordable for local people District Council 
 
Partnership strategic  To undertake a strategic role across   Hampshire Alliance LA functions; Land ID;  
officer role    the HARAH partnership   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Capacity 
 
Investing in Communities  Help communities better understand the  Lake District Engagement; Need; 
project    planning system, and how they can get involved National Park Land ID; Capacity 
 
Partnership with  Help with the identification of potential  Lake District  Land ID; Capacity 
the National Trust  land supply     National Park 
 
Community planning   Consistency of approach and understanding New Forest  Engagement; PCs; 
officer    of rural schemes    District Council LA functions; Land ID 
 
Designated planner for meet the need for consistency of approach  New Forest LA functions; Land ID 
rural schemes   and understanding of rural schemes  District Council 
 
Affordable housing member  Accelerate the enabling process, and find North Dorset LA functions; Members; 
and officer groups   solutions to blockages   District Council Capacity 
 
Call for land for   Identification of suitable land for   North Kesteven Land ID; Land value 
exception sites   exception sites    District Council 
 
Parish Clusters   Enable groups of parishes to identify shared  North Kesteven Engagement; PCs; 
and local forums   concerns, develop strategies, and share solutions District Council Priorities; Land ID 
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Straw bale    Provide an exemplar project using straw  North Kesteven Priorities 
social housing   bales to build new social housing in rural areas District Council 
 
Working with partners to  Address and over economic viability   North W’wickshire Land value; econ viability 
overcome viability challenges  challenges and achieve best value for money District Council 
  
 
Exception sites   Increase the development of affordable   Rother  PCs; Priorities; Need;  
Project   homes in rural areas to meet local need  District Council Land ID; Capacity 
 
Community hubs  Enable, maintain and improve   Shropshire Engagement; PCs 
and clusters  community sustainability   Council 
 
Internal joint  Provide a basis for high quality,   Shropshire LA functions; Members 
working    accelerated output     Council  Capacity 
 
Parish affordable  To improve communication links with   South Hams Engagement; PCs 
housing surgeries  communities over a wide geographical area District Council 
 
Supported housing scheme  Enable housing for young people with autism South Norfolk Land identification 
using exception site policy  in an area with need and a lack of available land District Council 
 
Severn Voice   Address the challenges of identifying land which  Stroud  PCs; Need; Land ID;  
(parish clustering)   is not deemed sustainable in planning terms District Council Capacity; econ of scale 
 
Development team  Speed up the process of planning applications, West Norfolk LA functions 
Approach   enabling more to come forward  Council 
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Publicity campaign   Develop a local understanding   Broadland Engagement; PCs; 
for rural exception sites about exception sites   District Council Land ID 
 
Team information   Bring together strands of information, share  Broadland LA functions; Planning 
sessions    updates, and encourage collaborative practices District Council 
 
District Implementation  Foster and maintain joined up working practices  Cherwell  LA functions; Planning 
Group    across LA functions, and with external partners District Council 
 
Parish council   Engage with parishes and district  Cherwell   PCs; Members; Priorities 
rural housing event   council members    District Council 
 
Quarterly report to   Improve communication links    Cherwell  PCs; Priorities 
parish councils   with parish councils    District Council 
 
Local connection   Overcome capacity issues when identifying Chichester Engagement; PCs; Need 
registration events   eligible households and verifying local connection District Council 
 
Rural housing  Increase rural affordable housing in   Chichester Rural Priorities; Need; E of scale 
partnership    parishes with a significant local need  Housing Partnership 
 
Affordable housing   Implement the action plan to improve the  Daventry  PCs; LA functions;  
panel    affordable housing service   District Council Elected members; Priorities 
 
Concept statement   Help identify potential development sites which  Derbyshire Dales Engagement; Planning 
approach    reflect the local characteristics and priorities District Council 
 
Rural housing  Improve the rural delivery pipeline, and to  Devon Rural  Priorities; Econ of scale 
partnership    manage the Rural Enabler programme   Housing Partnership 
 
Partnership with Cumbria  Build capacity so that the council can carry out  Eden   Engagement; Need 
Rural Housing Trust  a full work plan across the rural communities District Council 
 
Rural housing  Enable development of rural affordable housing Gloucestershire  Priorities; Need; E of scale 
partnership   and a forum to share best practice  Rural H’sing P’ship 
 
Rural working  Address the needs of rural communities   Gtr Peterborough PCs; Priorities; Need 
group   surrounding a major urban centre  Partnership 
 
Partnership strategic  To undertake a strategic role across   Hampshire Alliance LA functions; Land ID;  
officer role    the HARAH partnership   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Planning policy 
 
Rural housing  To address the need for affordable housing Hampshire Alliance Members; Priorities; 
partnership   in the villages of Hampshire   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Econ of scale 
 
Lead of the North Yorkshire Achieve a step change in the delivery of   Hambleton Engagement; Need 
Enablers programme  affordable housing in rural communities  District Council 
 
Partner of the North Yorkshire Achieve a step change in the delivery of   Harrogate  Engagement; Need 
Enablers programme   affordable housing in rural communities   Borough Council 
 
Investing in Communities  Help communities better understand the  Lake District Engagement; Need;  
project    planning system, and how they can get involved National Park Land ID; Planning policy 
 
Partnership with  Help with the identification of potential  Lake District  Land ID; Planning policy 
the National Trust  land supply     National Park 
 
Affordable housing member  Accelerate the enabling process, and find North Dorset LA functions; Members; 
and officer groups   solutions to blockages   District Council Planning policy 

 
Countywide protocol –  Map out the stages and responsibilities involved  North’shire Rural Priorities; Need 
work in progress  in delivering exception sites; and to build capacity Housing Partnership 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 Summary of good practice in the Rural Enabling Guide

  

  

 
Good Practice                              Objective                                                  Organisation         Search by other issues 

 109

 
Rural affordable   A mechanism to work in partnership with  North Kesteven PCs; Priorities; Need 
housing plan  parish councils to deliver affordable housing District Council 
 
Rural housing  To provide local authorities in Oxfordshire with Oxfordshire Rural Engagement; Priorities; 
Partnership   a vehicle to focus strategically on delivery Housing P’tnership econ of scale; Econ viability 
 
Partnership   Demonstrate a partnership approach in the  High Peak Need 
approach – case study Peak District National Park   Borough Council 
 
Communications and   Raise awareness of rural housing   Rother District Engagement; PCs; Land ID 
marketing plan  issues and gain support  in rural parishes Council 
 
Exception sites   Increase the development of affordable   Rother District PCs; Priorities; Need;  
Project   homes in rural areas to meet local need  Council  Land ID; Planning policy 
 
Internal joint  Provide a basis for high quality,   Shropshire LA functions; Members;  
working    accelerated output     Council  Planning policy 
 
Affordable housing   Maximise development of affordable housing, South Kesteven Land ID; Econ viability 
developers partnership share resources, expertise and best practice District Council 
 
Partnership with  Help build capacity, and ensure need surveys South Kesteven PCs; Need; Land ID 
Community Lincs  are completed    District Council 
 
Severn Voice   Address the challenges of identifying land which  Stroud District PCs; Need; Land ID; 
(parish clustering)   is not deemed sustainable in planning terms Council  Planning; Econ of scale 
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Cross parish joint  Provides an opportunity for two or more small  Ashford   PCs; Need; Land ID; 
Local needs schemes  parishes to develop a joint local needs scheme Borough Council Economic viability 
 
Rural housing  Increase rural affordable housing in   Chichester Rural Priorities; Need;  
partnership    parishes with a significant local need  Housing P’tnership Capacity 
 
Rural housing  Improve the rural delivery pipeline, and to  Devon Rural  Priorities; Capacity 
partnership    manage the Rural Enabler programme   Housing Partnership 
 
West Durham Community To maximise investment in affordable housing  Durham  Land ID; Planning 
Interest Co. - Work in progress in rural villages in West Durham  Council  Economic viability 
 
Rural housing  Enable development of rural affordable housing Gloucestershire   Priorities; Need; 
partnership   and a forum to share best practice  Rural H’sing P’ship  Capacity 
 
Rural housing  To address the need for affordable housing Hampshire Alliance Engagement; Members; 
partnership   in the villages of Hampshire   for Rural Aff’ H’sing Priorities; Capacity 
 
Rural housing  To provide local authorities in Oxfordshire with Oxfordshire Rural Engagement; Priorities;  
partnership   a vehicle to focus strategically on delivery Housing P’tnership  Capacity; econ viability 
 
Utilising Council owned sites  To overcome scarcity of land, particularly acute  South G’shire Priorities; Land ID;  
for rural affordable housing in rural areas    Council  Land value; Econ viability 
  
Severn Voice   Address the challenges of identifying land which  Stroud District PCs; Need; Land ID;  
(parish clustering)   is not deemed sustainable in planning terms Council  Planning; Capacity 
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Use of Council land for  Help support delivery by making Council owned  Babergh  LA functions; Priorities;  
affordable housing  land available at up to 100% discount  District Council Land ID; Econ viability 
 
Land incentivisation:  Help bring forward a scheme in a specific  Chichester Land ID; Econ viability 
case study illustration  area where suitable land is scarce  District Council 
 
Rural housing site   Promote comprehensive site identification  Cornwall  PCs; Land ID; Econ viability 
appraisal project   in high need rural priority parishes  Council 
 
Event for    Highlight the importance of releasing   North Dorset Engagement; Priorities;  
landowners   land for rural affordable housing  District Council Land ID 
 
Call for land for   Identification of suitable land for   North Kesteven Land ID; Planning policy 
exception sites   exception sites    District Council 
 
Working with partners to  Address and over economic viability   North W’wickshire Planning policy; E viability 
overcome viability challenges  challenges and achieve best value for money District Council 
 
Landowner incentivisation  Increase knowledge, address negative   Oxfordshire Rural Land ID; Econ viability 
strategy    perceptions, and to incentivise rural landowners  Housing P’tnership 
 
Utilising Council owned sites  To overcome scarcity of land, particularly acute  South G’shire Priorities; Land ID;  
for rural affordable housing in rural areas    Council  E of scale; E viability 
 
Council land used for   Enable affordable housing sites to be brought  Test Valley Priorities; Land ID; 
exception sites  forward and development to progress  Borough Council Economic viability 
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Cross parish joint  Provides an opportunity for two or more small  Ashford   PCs; Need; Land ID;  
local needs schemes   parishes to develop a joint local needs scheme Borough Council Econ of scale 
 
Use of council land for  Help mitigate scarcity of suitable sites   Ashford  Priorities; Land ID; 
affordable housing  for affordable housing   Borough Council 
 
Use of Council land for  Help support delivery by making Council owned  Babergh  LA functions; Priorities; Land ID; 
affordable housing  land available at up to 100% discount  District Council Land value 
 
Land Incentivisation:   Help bring forward a scheme in a specific  Chichester Land ID; Land value 
case study illustration  area where suitable land is scarce  District Council 
 
Cornwall Community Land  Help ensure schemes are properly funded to  Cornwall   Priorities 
Trust Project   initiate and to develop the planning stages Council 
 
Departure and cross   Provide a more flexible approach to delivery  Cornwall  Land ID; Planning policy 
subsidy policy: discussion in the rural areas     Council 
 
Rural housing site   Promote comprehensive site identification  Cornwall  PCs; Land ID 
appraisal project   in high need rural priority parishes  Council 
 
West Durham Community To maximise investment in affordable housing  Durham  Land ID; Planning policy; 
Interest Co. - Work in progress in rural villages in West Durham  Council  Econ of scale 
 
Working with partners to  Address and over economic viability   North W’wickshire Planning policy 
overcome viability challenges  challenges and achieve best value for money District Council 
 
Landowner incentivisation  Increase knowledge, address negative   Oxfordshire Rural Land ID; Land value 
strategy    perceptions, and to incentivise rural landowners  Housing Partnership 
 

partnership   a vehicle to focus strategically on delivery Housing P’tnership Capacity; e of scale 
 
Utilising Council owned sites  To overcome scarcity of land, particularly acute  South G’shire Priorities; Land ID; 
for rural affordable housing in rural areas    Council  E of scale; Land value 
 
South Holland   Vehicle to enable development of affordable South Holland Priorities 
Homes    housing across the district   District Council 
 
Affordable housing   Maximise development of affordable housing, South Kesteven Land ID; Capacity 
developers partnership share resources, expertise and best practice District Council 

 
Council land used for   Enable affordable housing sites to be brought  Test Valley Priorities; Land ID; Land value 
exception sites  forward and development to progress  Borough Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 Initial sample 

  No. LAs TOTAL <3000 % LAs % <3000 sample >100 (initial sample) 
East Midlands 40 1945 12.46% 12.08% 6 7
East of England 48 2083 14.95% 12.94% 6.5 6
North East  23 686 7.17% 4.26% 2 2
North West 43 1334 13.40% 8.29% 4 4
South East 67 2384 20.87% 14.81% 7.5 7
South West 45 4089 14.02% 25.40% 13 14
West Midlands 34 2026 10.59% 12.58% 6.25 5
Yorkshire & Humber 21 1553 6.54% 9.65% 4.8 5

TOTAL 321 16100 100.00% 100.00% 50.05 50
 
N East / N West /              Yorkshire & H / East/       S West 
E Midlands / W Midlands   S East 

 

 

Cheshire East E Riding Wiltshire 

Allerdale Hambleton Stroud 

Eden Harrogate Forest of Dean 

S Lakeland Richmondshire Cotswold 

Northumberland Ryedale Mendip 

Durham Breckland Sedgemoor 

Derbyshire Dales Kings lynn and W Norfolk South Somerset 

East Lindsey North Norfolk Cornwall 

N Kesteven S Norfolk East Devon 

S Kesteven Mid Suffolk Mid Devon 

W Lindsey Suffolk Coastal North Devon 

S Northamptonshire S Oxfordshire South Hams 

Bassetlaw W Oxfordshire North Dorset 

Herefordshire Chichester West Dorset 

Shropshire Wealden 

Stafford Test Valley 

Stratford on Avon Cherwell 

Wychavon W Berkshire 
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1. Cross parish joint local needs schemes  
Keywords: Crundale, Godmersham, HNS, parish, survey, exception site, local, need, land, viability, 
Shaw, Jennifer Shaw  
 
Description: Good Practice: Provides an opportunity for two or more small parishes that are closely 
related to each other to develop a joint local needs housing scheme where by working alone would be 
unlikely to identify sufficient need to justify a viable development 
 
Author: Ashford Borough Council   Issues: Parish councillors; Need; Land identification; economies of 
scale; economic viability  
 
2. Rural Round Table   
Keywords: local needs, need, exception site, meeting, local authority, planning policy, Shaw, Jennifer 
Shaw 
 
Description:  Good practice: Quarterly officer group that meets to discuss progress and issues to affect 
timely delivery of local needs housing schemes 
 
Author: Ashford Borough Council    Issues: LA functions; planning policy 
 
3. Use of council land for affordable housing  
Keywords: partnership, Charing, High Halden, Stone, Smarden, Smeeth, exception site, local needs, 
need, land, viability, Shaw, Jennifer Shaw 
 
Description: Good practice: Utilising Council land holdings to facilitate rural affordable housing 
 
Author: Ashford Borough Council   Issues: Priorities; land id; economic viability 
 
4. Guide for Parish Councillors   
Keywords: local needs, need, RHE, community, exception site, knowledge, understanding, perceptions, 
training, Tippett, Ian Tippett 
 
Description: Good Practice: Babergh has developed a guide to assist parish councillors to bring forward 
rural affordable housing. 
 
Author:  Babergh District Council     Issues: Parish councillors 
 
5. Use of Council land for affordable housing  
Keywords: assets, meeting, Tippett, Ian Tippett 
 
Description: Good practice: Council owned land is made available in both towns and rural parts of the 
District at up to 100% discount for the delivery of new affordable housing schemes.  
 
Author:  Babergh District Council    Issues: LA functions; priorities; land id; land value; economic viability 
 
6. Monthly ‘e’ newsletter   
Keywords: knowledge, understanding, perceptions, training, Tippett, Ian Tippett 
 
Description: Good practice: Monthly ‘e’ newsletter to all elected members, parish councils and 
Registered Providers.  
 
Author:  Babergh District Council   
 
Issues: Parish councillors; Elected members 
 
 
7. Village Information event 
Keywords: knowledge, understanding, perceptions, training, community, consultation, event, Tippett, Ian 
Tippett 
 
Description: Good practice: To enable the local community to be fully consulted about the details of a 
proposed scheme, and also to register an interest for a home. 
 
Author:  Babergh District Council  Issues:  Engagement & empowerment; Parish councillors; Need 
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8. Training sessions for elected members 
 
Keywords: Darryl Smith, smith, knowledge, understanding, perceptions, training, community, gypsy and 
traveller,  
 
Description: Good practice: Regular briefing and training sessions are undertaken on specific areas 
which affect the Council, including rural affordable housing. 
 
Author: Breckland District Council       Issues: elected members; priorities 
 
9. Parish Councillor ‘Peer Mentoring’ events 
Keywords: Darryl Smith, smith, knowledge, understanding, perceptions, training, clustering 
 
Description: Good practice: To help mitigate negative perceptions of affordable housing and to enable 
sharing of good practice and ideas between parishes 
 
Author: Breckland District Council         Issues: Parish councillors; planning policy 
 
10. Team Information Sessions 
Keywords: Veronica Savage, savage, knowledge, understanding, exception site, training 
 
Description: Good practice: Sessions held monthly across teams that focus on individual topic areas 
including affordable housing in rural areas. This provides an opportunity to explain the related delivery 
challenges and issues. 
 
Author: Broadland District Council         Issues: LA functions; planning policy; capacity 
 
11. Workshops for Parish / Town Councillors  
Keywords: Veronica Savage, savage, knowledge, understanding, perceptions, training 
 
Description: Good practice (event): The council made a commitment to provide additional information, 
skills and tools to work with their communities in delivering the proposed growth.  The programme was 
delivered in ten evening workshops. 
 
Author: Broadland District Council          Issues: parish councillors; priorities 
 
12. Publicity campaign for rural exception sites  
Keywords: Veronica Savage, savage, knowledge, understanding, exception site, exception site, Norfolk 
Rural Community Council, Rural Community Council, RCC, leaflet 
 
Description: Good practice: To develop a local understanding about exception site affordable housing 
and to facilitate debates based on facts rather than myths.  
 
Author: Broadland District Council   Issues: Engagement; parish councillors; land id; capacity 
 
13. District Implementation Group (DIG)  
Keywords: Fiona Brown, Brown, Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership, ORHP, Rural  Housing  
Enabler, RHE, exception site, partnership 
 
Description: Good practice: The DIG is the ‘local arm’ of the Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership. To 
foster and maintain joined up working practices across local authority functions, and with key external 
partners in the delivery of rural affordable housing 
 
Author: Cherwell District Council       Issues: LA functions; planning policy; capacity 
 
14. Parish council rural housing event  
Keywords: Fiona Brown, Brown, Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership, ORHP, knowledge, 
understanding, training, partnership 
 
Description: Good practice: The event was arranged to strategically react to feedback from some Parish 
Councils, which pointed to the fact that they did not feel fully involved in the enabling process and left 
out of the communication loop 
 
Author: Cherwell District Council     Issues: LA functions; elected member; priorities; capacity 
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15. Quarterly report to Parish Councils 
Keywords: Fiona Brown, Brown, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, RCC, Rural Community 
Council, communication, report, Parish Councils, parish 
 
Description: Good Practice: Part of a strategy to engage with parish councils who are not currently 
involved in the process 
l 
Author: Cherwell District Council   Issues: Local authority functions; priorities; capacity  
 
 
16. Project Team approach 
Keywords: Bob Vass, Vass, planning application, partnership, Lower Withington, Cheshire Peaks and 
Plains Housing Trust, CPPHT, parish, parish council  
 
Description: Good Practice (case study): To help accelerate the development process, enable a smooth 
planning application process, and to ensure a transparent and fully inclusive procedure 
l 
Author: Cheshire East Council    Issues: Engagement; Parish councillors; LA functions; Need 
 
17. Landowner incentivisation 
Keywords: Sam Irving, Irving, exception site, local, need, local needs, land, viability, nominations, 
nomination rights, Singleton, Goodwood Estate, HydeMartlet 
 
Description: Good Practice (case study): .  A local landed estate offered an area of their land for 
development, on the basis that it would be affordable housing for local people in perpetuity l 
 
Author: Chichester District Council     Issues: Land identification; land value; economic viability  
 
18. Local Connection Registration Events    
Keywords: Sam Irving, Irving, nominations, community  
 
Description: Good Practice: To help overcome staff capacity issues in terms of identifying eligible 
households and verifying local connections  
 
Author: Chichester District Council   Issues: Engagement; Parish councillors; Need; Capacity 
 
19. Cornwall Community Land Trust Project 
Keywords: Sarah Wetherill, Wetherill, St Just, St Ewe, CLT, viability 
 
Description: Good Practice: To provide funding to enable the Community Land Trust to become more 
self sustaining, and to bridge the funding gap at planning and initiation stages.  
 
Author: Cornwall Council   Issues: Priorities; economic viability  
 
20. Departure and cross subsidy policy 
Keywords: cross subsidy, second homes, Louise Dwelly, Dwelly, open market, exception sites 
 
Description: Discussion: As part of the new council’s draft development plan document, the Council has 
introduced more flexible policies in relation to rural areas.  
l 
Author: Cornwall Council    Issues: Land identification; planning policy; economic viability  
 
21. Site appraisal project 
Keywords: Louise Dwelly, Dwelly, Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, SHLAA, toolkit, 
parish, landowner, land 
 
22. Affordable Housing panel 
Keywords: Elaine Ferguson, Ferguson, meeting, partnership 
 
Description: Good Practice: The panel brings together the key players in delivering affordable housing in 
the District 
l 
Author: Daventry District Council   Issues: Parish; LA functions; elected members; priorities; capacity 
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23. Landowner and developer information leaflet 
Keywords: Elaine Ferguson, Ferguson, information, perceptions, guidance, awareness 
 
Description: Good Practice: Provides information to landowners as to how they can make their land 
available for affordable housing 
 
Author: Daventry District Council     Issues: engagement and empowerment;  Land identification  
 
24. BANANA Campaign 
Keywords: information, perceptions, NIMBY, Isabel Bellamy, Bellamy, Bonsall Parish Council, Bonsall 
 
Description: Good Practice: Build Absolutely Nothing Anywhere Near Anything campaign raises the 
profile of affordable housing and helps engage and inform communities 
 
Author: Derbyshire Dales District Council       Issues:  Engagement Parish councillors; priorities; Need 
 
25. Concept Statements 
Keywords: RHE, Rural Housing Enabler, Peak District National Park Authority, PDNPA, national park, 
national park authority, film, dvd, Planning Cooperative, land, Robert Cogings, Cogings 
 
Description: Good Practice: A mechanism to work closely with local communities in order to help identify 
potential development sites for affordable housing 
l 
Author: Derbyshire Dales District Council    Issues: Engagement, planning policy, capacity 
 
26. Links with local schools 
Keywords: Robert Cogings, Cogings, partnership, knowledge, perceptions, parish, Derwent Living, 
Middleton by Wirksworth, middleton,  
 
Description: Good Practice: A platform is created for the school to act as a champion of a scheme and 
raise awareness in the local community 
 
Author: Derbyshire Dales District Council       Issues: Engagement and empowerment; Need  
 
27. Research into the impact of housing  
Keywords: perceptions, knowledge, awarenenss, Middleton by Wirksworth, middleton, Bakewell, Village,  
 
Description: Good Practice: Observations from neighbours of new schemes included that they felt 
schemes integrated well with the village. These views help to combat NIMBY claims 
 
Author: Derbyshire Dales District Council  Issues: Engagement, P councillors; members; planning policy 
 
28. Community Interest Company 
 
Keywords: Graham Pilkington, Pilkington, Local Investment Plan, LIP, Partnership, land, land trust, trust 
 
Description: Work in progress: A Land Trust covering West Durham was formally constituted in March 
2009 kick-started by the gift of land from Teesdale District Council to help establish the company.   
l 
Author: Durham Council    Issues: Land identification; planning policy, econ of scale; economic viability  
 
29. Impact Assessment 
Keywords: Helen Cann, Cann, Parish Councils, parish, Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable 
Housing, HARAH, partnership, exception site, exception, guidance, knowledge, awareness 
 
Description: Work in progress: To assess the impact the rural exception site has had on Ropley, for both 
individual residents and the community. 
 
Author: Hampshire District Council Issues: Engagement, Parish councillors; members; planning policy 
 
30. Programme Delivery Group 
Keywords: meeting, Helen Henning, Henning, partnership, Linkage,   
 
Description: Good Practice: The Programme Delivery Group meet on a monthly basis.  The Group 
incorporates all relevant sections at a senior level who are in involved in the Housing Capital 
Programme.   
Author: East Lindsey District Council  Issues: LA functions; members; priorities; Land id;  planning  
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31. Rural Housing Needs Surveys 
Keywords: Helen Henning, Henning, South Somercotes, HNS, parish, exception site, local, Lincolnshire, 
Code 5 
Description: Good Practice: To ensure that hidden housing need is addressed.  The surveys can be 
completed within approximately 10 weeks, which ensures that delivery is not delayed.   
Author: East Lindsey District Council   Issues: Pcouncillors; Need; Land id; econof scale; econ viability  
 
32. Partnership with Cumbria Rural Housing Trust   -  
Keywords: Anne Rogers, Rogers, HNS, capacity, need, survey, housing needs survey,  
 
Description: Good Practice: The purpose is to assess the housing needs of each Parish, to engage with 
local Parish Councils and Community groups, and to open a dialogue with those communities regarding 
enabling affordable housing for local people. 
 
Author: Eden District Council       Issues: Engagement and empowerment; Need; Capacity 
 
33. Holiday cottages into affordable homes 
Keywords: Anne Rogers, Rogers, empty properties, empty homes, empty, awareness, local 
 
Description: Good Practice: To utilise holiday homes, left empty for large periods of time, 
for accommodation that is affordable for local people  
 
Author: Eden District Council  Issues: Land identification; planning policy 
 
34. Lead local authority of the North Yorkshire Enablers programme 
Keywords: Helen Fielding, Fielding, RHE, rural housing enabler, community  
  
Description: Good Practice: Rural Housing Enablers (RHE) are embedded within each local authority 
housing or planning department, and benefit from support and guidance from a senior RHE. 
 
Author: Hambleton District Council      Issues: Engagement and empowerment; Need; Capacity 
 
35. Out in the Sticks programme 

Keywords: Lynsey Radmore, Radmore, Diversity, equalities, equality, community, LGBT, Rainbow 
Forum, Herefordshire Housing Crundale, police.  
 
Description: Good Practice: To bring together the heterosexual and lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) communities and celebrate  LGBT communuties 
Author: Herefordshire Council   Issues: Engagement and empowerment  
 
36. Rolling programme of local housing need surveys and events 
Keywords: parish council, parish, HNS, web site 
 
Description: Good Practice: On average 10 events are undertaken each year, to coincide with the 
housing need survey programme. There is a part time officer responsible for the entire process of the 
housing needs surveys from distribution to analysis and producing the report.   
 
Author: Herefordshire Council   Issues: engagement; Parish councillors; Need; Land identification 
 
37. Empty properties activities 
Keywords: Birtley, decent homes standard, decent homes, partnership, empty homes,  
 
Description: Good Practice: Housing Development Officer dedicated to bringing Empty Properties back 
into use in rural areas to maximise the delivery of affordable housing 
 
Author: Herefordshire Council    Issues: Land identification 
 
38. Guide for Parish Councils 
Keywords: knowledge, perceptions, awareness, guidance, exception site, local needs, local 
 
Description: Good Practice: The guide provides a clear explanation of the process of delivering 
affordable housing in rural areas. 
Author: Herefordshire Council   Issues: engagement; Parish councillors; Land identification 
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39. Partnership approach 
Keywords: Joanna McKendrick, McKendrick, Hope, Derbyshire, Parish, Housing Needs Survey, survey, 
HNS, Peak District national Park, Peak District 
 
Description: Case study: Working in partnership to enable rural affordable housing in a National Park 
Authority 
 
Author: High Peak Borough Council    Issues: Need; Capacity 
 
40. Investing in Communities project 
Keywords: Paula Allen, Allen, Action for Communities in Cumbria, ACC, Cumbria Rural Housing Trust, 
CRHT, partnership, Bootle, cluster, surveys, HNS, housing need survey 
 
Description: Good Practice: The project looked into better integration of community led action plan 
evidence into policy and associated delivery 
Author:  Lake District National Park Authority  Issues: engagement; Need; Land id; planning; capacity 
 
41. Partnership with the National Trust  
 
Keywords: Paula Allen, Allen, Local Development Framework, LDF, Core strategy,  
 
Description: Good Practice: The National Trust is a member of the Lake District National Park 
Partnership. Since its establishment in 2006, the Partnership has started some good and often 
challenging initiatives.  
 
Author: Lake District National Park Authority    Issues: Land identification; planning policy; capacity 
 
42. Affordable Housing Working Groups  
Keywords: Derek Hardy, Hardy, Member, elected member, councillor, officer, meeting 
 
Description: Good Practice: North Dorset DC has two working groups set up.  Both groups are designed 
to help deliver more affordable housing 
 
Author: North Dorset District Council   Issues: LA; elected members; planning policy; capacity  
 
43. Event for landowners   
Keywords: Derek Hardy, Hardy, land, community land trusts, CLT, tool kit, Dorset Community Strategy 
 
Description: Good practice (Event): Approximately 100 delegates attended - including landowners, rural 
asset management agents, affordable housing providers and enablers from the public, private and 
charitable sectors 
Author: East Lindsey District Council  Issues: P councillors; Need; Land id; econof scale; econ viability  
 
44. Community Planning Officer 
Keywords: Penny Velander, Velander, PC, guidance, perceptions, knowledge, awareness,  
 
Description: Good Practice: New Forest District Council employ a Community Planning Officer who 
helps Parish Councils to produce either a parish plan or a market town health check. 
l 
Author: New Forest District Council  Issues: engagement; p councillors; LA functions; land id; planning  
 
45. Designated planner for rural schemes 
Keywords: Hampshire Alliance of Rural Affordable Housing, HARAH, Rural Housing Enablers, RHE, 
National Park, National Park Authority, knowledge  
 
Description: Good Practice: To meet the need for consistency of approach and understanding of rural 
schemes.  
Author: New Forest District Council    Issues: LA functions; Land identification; planning policy 
 
46. Parish Clusters and local forums 
Keywords: Stephen Priestley, Priestley, sustainable, need 
 
Description: Good Practice: To help enable groups of parishes to identify shared concerns, develop 
strategies to deal with them and share solutions across the District. 
 
Author: North Kesteven District Council  Issues: P councillors; Need; Land id; eco of scale; econ viability  
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47. Rural Affordable Housing Plan 
Keywords: Stephen Priestley, Priestley, partnership, guidance, knowledge, perceptions 
 
Description: Good Practice:  A document has been produced for parish council and members to set out 
the issues around delivery of affordable housing and preferred approaches to responding to them 
 
Author: North Kesteven District Council   Issues: LA functions; priorities; Need; capacity 
 
48. Call for land for exception sites 
Keywords: Stephen Priestley, Priestley, SHLAA, Local Development Framework, LDF, sustainability 
 
Description: Good Practice: In villages there is rarely a lot of land put forward for housing due to 
planning policy -  the call for land has enabled the council to build up a database of land in rural areas. 
 
Author: North Kesteven District Council      Issues: Land identification; planning policy; Land value  
 
49. Straw Bale Social Housing 
Keywords: Stephen Priestley, Priestley, Waddington, housing register, code for sustainable homes, 
code, Level 4 
Description: Good Practice: The council piloted a project to see if social housing could be built using 
alternative, more sustainable methods of construction.    
Author: North Kesteven District Council    Issues: priorities; planning policy 
 
50.  Working with partners to overcome viability challenges 
Keywords: Paul Roberts, Roberts, land, economic, Code for Sustainable Homes, code, Level 4, 
economic, land value, value 
Description: Good Practice: Example of transparency and openness between parties when considering 
the viability of potential schemes coming forward. 
Author: North Warwickshire District Council    Issues: priorities; planning policy 
 
51.  Communications and Marketing Plan 
Keywords: Alison Spring, spring, information, training, perceptions, website, awareness 
 
Description: Good Practice: A new communications plan has been developed that includes engaging the 
community with the use of a short film at annual conferences, parish council meetings and public events 
 
Author: Rother District Council  Issues: Engagement; parish councillors; land id; capacity 
 
52.  Exception Sites Project 
Keywords: Alison Spring, spring, information, training, perceptions, website, local needs, local, need, 
HNS, housing needs survey, communication 
 
Description: Good Practice: The project is partnership led and this is an important way of improving 
public perception and appealing to a larger cross-section of the community 
Author: Rother District Council    Issues: parish councillors, priorities; need; land id; planning; capacity 
 
53.  Community hubs and clusters 
Keywords: Jake Berriman, Berriman, sustainability, sustainable, employment, network 
 
Description: Good Practice: The policy focuses rural development on Community Hubs and Community 
Clusters identified as being suitable for development by the communities themselves. 
 
Author: Shropshire Council  Issues: engagement and empowerment; parish councillors; planning policy  
 
54.  Joint working across local authority functions 
 
Keywords: Jake Berriman , Berriman, LDF, local development framework,  choice based letting, CBL, 
hosting 
Description: Good Practice: Example of transparency and openness between parties when considering 
the viability of potential schemes coming forward. 
 
Author: Shropshire Council       Issues: LA functions; elected members; planning policy; capacity 
 
 
55.  Rural Toolkit approach 
Keywords: Jake Berriman, Berriman, sustainable, sustainability, Rural Innovation, parish, PC, parish 
councillors, community, consultation 
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Description: Good Practice: This involves getting together everything the Council has been able to find 
out about a community, including Parish Plans and its shared evidence base, and then asking a range 
of people from the community to reality check the evidence through a Community Testing Event 
 
Author: Shropshire Council             Issues: engagement and empowerment; planning policy 
 
56.  Single Plot Exception site policy 
Keywords: Jake Berriman, Berriman, value, land, local need, local 
 
Description: Good Practice: The policy enables building on single plot “exceptions sites” where it will 
assist local people who have a need for affordable housing to stay within their community 
Author: Shropshire Council       Issues: land id; planning policy 
 
57.  Parish Affordable Housing Surgeries 
Keywords: Debbie Holloway, Holloway, East Portlemouth, awareness, communication, perceptions, 
consultation, PC, parish council, Local Development Framework, LDF, HNS, housing needs survey, 
Isobel Waterhouse Trust, Disabled Facilities Grants 
 
Description: Good Practice: Provides an opportunity for informal discussions about housing need to take 
place across rural communities, and in turn may feed into the programme of housing 
Author: South Hams District Council   Issues: engagement; parish councillors; planning policy 
 
58.  Utilising Council owned sites 
Keywords: Clare Burchell, Burchell, economic, land value, value, hope value, Acton Turville, Falfield, 
Cromhall, Western Challenge, Winterbourne 
 
Description: Good Practice: South Gloucestershire Council Housing Department reviewed its land and 
stock holdings and subsequently retained a number of small sites when Council housing stock 
transferred to Merlin Housing Society 
 
Author: South Gloucestershire Council  Issues: priorities; land; econof scale; land value; econ viability 
 
59.  Local Housing Community Interest Company 
Keywords: James Faircliffe, Farcliffe, South Holland Homes, Deeping St Nicholas, Pinchbeck, land, 
LHC, local housing company 
 
Description: Good Practice: The creation of a community interest company meant that the Council could 
access Social Housing Grant, which until recently was only available to Registered Providers. 
Author: South Holland District Council  Issues: priorities; economic viability 
 
60.  Affordable housing developers partnership 
Keywords: meeting, Larkfleet, housing needs surveys, private, private developer, Mandy Gee, Gee 
 
Description: Good Practice: Private developer partners’ attendance is to enable both the developing 
Registered Provider (RP) partners and private developers to work in partnership to identify potential 
sites and share best practice and costs in bringing a site forward. 
 
Author: South Kesteven District Council   Issues: land id; capacity; economic viability 
 
61.  Partnership working with Community Lincs 
Keywords: HNS, PC, parish, parish council, housing needs survey, rural housing enabler, RHE, Mandy 
Gee, Gee 
 
Description: Good Practice: By working in partnership the council and Community Lincs make best use 
of resources by sharing the costs of housing needs surveys in terms of officer time and materials.   
 
Author: South Kesteven District Council     Issues: Parish councillors; need; land id; capacity 
 
 
 
 
 
62.  Delivery Review Group 
Keywords: Abi Dennington-Price, Dennington-Price, evaluation, service improvement 
Description: Good Practice: Task and finish group to review the affordable housing delivery process and to 
establish whether the process could be improved 
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Author: South Norfolk District Council    
Issues: LA functions; elected members; priorities 
 
63.  Supported housing scheme under the Exceptions Planning Policy 
Keywords: Abi Dennington-Price, Dennington-Price, Tharston, Long Stratton, local, need, local need, 
vulnerable, specialised housing, vulnerable people,  
Description: Good Practice: Flexible planning decisions enabled the delivery of a development for young 
people with autism that provided long-term residential accommodation and a respite care unit 
Author: South Norfolk District Council 
Issues: land id;  planning policy 
 
64.  Severn Voice (Parish clustering) 
Keywords: Pippa Stroud, stroud, exception site; exception, local need, local, cluster, hub, community, 
clustering, Arlingham, Elmore, Frampton on Severn, Fretherne with Saul, Hardwicke, Longney and 
Epney, Moreton Valence, Slimbridge, Whitminster 
 
Description: Good Practice: Severn Voice is a forum for parish councils in the Severn Vale 
Stroud District Council   Issues: Parish councillors, need, land id; planning policy, capacity, econ of scale 
 
65.  Training for Parish Councils 
Keywords: awareness, guidance, perceptions, opposition, NIMBY, education, Hampshire Alliance for 
Rural Affordable Housing, HARAH, DVD, film, parish, PC, newsletter, Donna Wagers, Wagers 
 
Description: Good Practice: Example of transparency and openness between parties when considering 
the viability of potential schemes coming forward. 
Author: Test Valley Borough Council   Issues: parish councillors 
 
66.  Council land used for exception sites 
 
Keywords: Donna Wagers, wagers, Hurstbourne Tarrant, local need, local 
Description: Good Practice: Council owned land has been disposed of at below market value to enable 
the development to progress 
 
Author: Test Valley Borough Council   Issues: priorities; land id;  land value; econ viability 
 
67.  Communication with Diocese 
Keywords: Glebe land, glebe, Shrivenham, cluster, clustering, parish, land, Helen Novelle, Novelle 
Description: Good Practice: Liaison with Diocese achieves updates on potential land becoming 
available. Periodic meetings with contact from Oxfordshire Diocese enables exchange of information on 
sites. 
 
Author: Vale of White Horse District Council  Issues: land id 
 
68. Homebuyers Day    
Keywords: Helen Novelle, Novelle, education, awareness, low cost home ownership, LCHO, Homebuy, 
shared ownership, parish council 
Description: Good Practice: These events are a ‘one stop shop’ for members of the public to gain advice 
and information on low cost home ownership schemes available in their area 
Author: Vale of White Horse District Council   Issues: engagement and empowerment 
 
69.  'Development Team' approach 
Keywords: Lorraine Douglas, Douglas, meetings, partnership 
 
Description: Good Practice: To enable joint working and to speed up planning application process 
Author: Borough of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Council  Issues: LA functions; planning policy 
70.  Rural Working Group  
Keywords: Nick Goodman, Goodman, partnership, exception sites, local needs housing, local, local 
need, Rural Housing Partnership, Peterborough City Council, Cambridgeshire, ACRE, Action with 
communities in rural England, PC, parish council, parish, Sustainable Community Strategy, sustainable, 
sustainability 
Description: Good Practice: To address the needs of rural communities surrounding a major urban 
centre 
Author: Greater Peterborough Partnership   Issues: parish councillors; priorities; need; capacity 
 
71.  Landowner incentivisation strategy    
Keywords: Ffyona MacEwan, McEwan, West Oxfordshire District Council, economic, land value, value, 
South Oxfordshire District Council, Cherwell district council, vale of Whitehorse district council 
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Description: Good Practice: To raise the profile of rural housing, increase knowledge, address negative 
perceptions, and help mitigate scarcity of land for affordable housing development  
Author: Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership  
Issues: land id; land value; econ viability 
 
72.  Strategic Housing Officer role (cross partnership role) 
Keywords: Debbie Rhodes , Rhodes, community, perceptions, awareness 
Description: Good Practice: The main purpose is to undertake a strategic role across the Hampshire 
Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing (HARAH) partnership 
 
Author: Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable H’sing  Issues: LA functions; land id; planning; capacity 
 
73. Chichester Rural Housing Partnership 
Keywords: HydeMartlet, Sam Irving, Irving, sussex, west sussex, RHE, rural housing enabler, 
Community Development Worker,  
Description: . The Chichester Rural Housing Partnership was created in response to an identified high 
need for affordable housing in rural areas.   
 
Author: Chichester Rural Housing Partnership  Issues: priorities, Need; capacity,  economies of scale  

 
74. Devon Rural Housing Partnership 
Keywords: Mary Ridgway, ridgeway, RHE, rural housing enabler, programme 
 
Description: . Formed in order to enable the provision of rural social housing (both for rent and shared 
ownership) on a more strategic and co-ordinated basis.  The Devon Rural Housing Partnership 
manages the Rural Housing Enabler programme. 
 
Author: Devon Rural Housing Partnership  Issues: priorities, capacity,  economies of scale;  
 
75. Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing 
Keywords: Basingstoke and Deane, East Hampshire, Hart, New Forest, Test Valley, Winchester,  
Hampshire County Council, New Forest National Park Authority, film, dvd, RHE, rural housing enabler,  

Description:  To address the need for affordable housing in the villages of Hampshire; working to ensure 
local people are able to afford to live in the places where they were brought up, work or have family 
connections.  

Author: HARAH Issues:engagement, elected members,  priorities, capacity,  economies of scale;  
 
76. Gloucestershire Rural Housing Partnership 
Keywords: Rural Community Council, RCC, RHE, rural housing enabler, programme, Martin Hutchings, 
hutchings, Local authority, partners, Stroud District Council; Tewkesbury Borough Council; Forest of 
Dean District Council; Cotswold District Council 
Description: . A countywide partnership to facilitate the provision of affordable housing in the rural areas 
of Gloucestershire 
Author: Gloucestershire Rural Housing Partnership  Issues: priorities, need, capacity,  econof scale;  
 
77. Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership 
Keywords: Rural Community Council, RCC, RHE, rural housing enabler, programme, Local authority, 
partners, Cherwell District Council, Vale of White Horse District Council, South Oxfordshire District 
Council, West Oxfordshire District Council, Ffyona MacEwan, MacEwan 
Description: To provide local authorities in Oxfordshire with a vehicle to focus strategically on delivery; to 
increase capacity and enable affordable housing in rural Oxfordshire 
Author: Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership Issues: priorities, need, capacity,  economies of scale;  
 
78. Countywide rural housing partnership protocol 
Keywords:RHE, rural housing enabler, programme, Local authority, partners, Midlands Rural Housing, 
Midlands Rural Housing Association, MRHA, MRH, Richard Mugglestone, Mugglestone, housing need 
surveys, HNS, evidence 
Description: To define the roles of the key stakeholders and map out the stages and responsibilities 
involved with investigating need and delivering exception sites. 
Author: Northamptonshire Rural Housing Partnership  Issues: priorities, need, capacity,  econ of scale 
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